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Rudgwick’s past, present and future, No 1
The Parish Council Seal
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Have you ever wondered what the ‘logo’ of our Parish Council represents? It is pictured on the left. It began as the Council’s Seal. At the centre is the year the Council first met, following a Local Government Act which legislated for local councils in every parish. The outside ring contains eleven small pictures representing the occupations of our first Councillors, elected on 17th October 1894.

Who were these men? Yes, they were all men (with ages next to name). Jointly topping the poll, with 61 votes each, were: 

Frank Boxall, 30, physician & surgeon (Church Hill House), medicine bottle, and 

Edward King, 47, publican (Queens Head, Bucks Green), bottle. 

In order of votes, the others were:

 John Botting, 44, miller (Wanford Mill), wind mill; 
William Tate, 39, bootmaker (Church St), boot; 

John Churchman, 56, landowner (Gibbons Mill Farm), trees; 

John Churchman jnr, 26, auctioneer (Gibbons Mill Farm), hammer; 

Revd Benjamin Drury, 72, vicar (Vicarage, Lynwick St), book; 

William Francis, 61, coal merchant (Station Rd), sack of coal; 

James Knight, 47, carpenter/farmer (Park Pin, Rowhook), wheatsheaf; 

Edgar Napper, 44, publican (Cricketers, Tisman’s Common), mug; 

William Napper, 29, baker (The Haven), loaf of bread.
Richard Woodcock, gentleman (The Cottage, Church St) was elected but resigned immediately to be replaced by William Napper. There are some long standing local families amongst them –all except the vicar and Edgar Napper had at least one parent born in the parish, or in a neighbouring parish. Most drawings on the seal are easy to recognise when you know what to look for! However, ‘wind mill’ was stretching a point, as Wanford is of course a water mill. All parts of the parish are represented, and there is quite a good range of age and background, but no women could even vote until 1918.
 Curiously, James Braby Esq of Maybanks, Cox Green convened a parish meeting prior to the election, and when the Council first met was elected its Chairman, despite not having put himself forward for election and not living in the parish or even the county! He was a very influential man in village affairs and a benefactor too (his initials are in the north wall of the Jubilee Hall). He qualified as a Rudgwick landowner.
A copy of the original concept diagram from which the seal is derived, and the hand written list of councillors accepting office (31 Dec 1894) are shown below.
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