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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
The  resu l  t s  o f  t he  g rea t  s t o rm
o f I  as t  0c tobe r have
re -emphas i  sed  t ha t  common
expe r i  ence  t ha t  we  t oo  o f t en
take  f o r  g ran ted  t he  beau ty  o f
t he  env i  r onmen t  and  do  no t
f  u l  l y  app rec i  a te  i  t  un t i  I  ' i t  i  s
i  r r e t r i  evab l y  a l  t e red .  Much  o f
t he  damage  done  i  s  i  r r eve rs i  b l  e
and  ' i t  has  been  t r u l y  sa id  t ha t
par ts o f  t he landscape ,
i nc l ud ' i  ng  a reas  o f  Sussex ,  w ' i  l l
neve r  be  t he  same  aga i  n .

I t  may  be  howeve r  t ha t  t h i  s
pa r t i  cu l  a r  c l  oud  has  t he
p rove rb ia l  s ' i  I ve r  f  i n i ng .  The
need  t o  r epa i r  damage  t o  t r ee
p1  an t i  ngs  o f  a l  I  k i  nds  f o r ces
us  t o  t h i nk  i n  t e rms  o f  a
1  onge r  t i  me  sca l  e  t han  ou r  own
l i f e  span  and  t o  cons ide r  t he
e f f ec t s  o f  dec i  s i  ons  t aken  now
upon  t he  appea rance  and  needs
o f  t he  coun t r ys ' i de  we l l  i n t o
the  nex t  cen tu r y  and  f u r t he r
ahead . Grea t I  andscape
des igne rs  and  p l an te r s  have
a lways  done  t h i s  as  have
gene ra t i ons  o f  f o l k  who  have
used  t he  coun t r ys i de  f o r  t he ' i  r
emp ' l  oymen t ,  en  j oymen t  and  i  t  s
p rope r  exp lo i t a t i on .  I f  o f
r ecen t  yea rs  we  have  ra the r
I  os t  s i  gh t  o f  t he  need  t o  t h i  nk
i n  t h i s  wdy ,  be ing  f o r ced  t o  do
so  now  f f i dy ,  f o r  a l l  t he  s l ow
p rocess  o f  r es to ra t i on ,  t u rn
ou t  t o  be  f o r  t he  bene f i  t  o f
f u tu re  gene ra t i  ons .  We  a re  a l  I
awa re  o f  t he  many  t r ee -p l  an t i  ng
i  n i  t i  a t i  ves  be i  nq  unde r taken
bo th  na t i ona l l y  a i a  l oca l l y  and
the  Soc ie t y  i s  p l eased  t ha t ' i t s
I  im i  t ed  p rog ramme o f  p1  an t i  ng' i  n  t he  chu rchya rd ,  a l  be ' i t  no t
unde r taken  f o r  t h i s  pu rpose ,
w i l l  con t r i bu te  t o  a  sma l l
deg ree  t o  t he  u l  t i  ma te  mak i  ng
good  o f  wha t  has  been  l os t .

i Jh i l e  t h i s  news le t t e r  i s  be ing
p repa red  t he  Soc ie t y  and  t he

Par ish  Counc i l  a re  work ' i  nq
toge ther  as  par t  o f  the  Count !
Counc i  l  ' s  "c lean-up"  campa ign ,
gea red  i n  pa r t to t he
consequences  o f  t he  s to rm ,  t o
do  exac t l y  t ha t  w i  t h i  n  t he
v . i  1 ' l  age  and  i  t s  su r round i  ngs
be tween I  9 th .  Ma rch a n d
l s t .Ap r i l .  Bo th  bod ies  a re
g ra te fu l  t o  t hose  who  a re  go i  ng
to  he lp  and  hope  t ha t  t h i s
even t  w i  I  I  ac t  as  a  r em i  nde r  t o
those  whose  t hough t l essness  i n
pa r t  makes  i t  necessa ry .

The re  i s  s t i l l  no  news  o f  t he
nex t  s t age  o f  t he  p rocedu re  f o r
t he  D i s t r i c t  Counc i l  t o  dec ide
on  t he  s i t i ng  o f  t he  add i t i ona l
500  homes  i  n  t he  No r th  Ho rsham
area  as  requ i  r ed  by  t he
Sec re ta r y  o f  S ta te ' s  r esponse
to  t he  l . Jes t  Sussex  s t r uc tu re
p lan . I ndeed fu r the r
consu l t a t ' i ons  w i t h  Ho rsham
Dis t r i c t  Counc i l  a re  s t i l l
awa i  t ed  on  t he  p roposed  new
deve l  opmen ts  on  t he  Buckhu rs t
s ' i  t e  and  a t  t he  end  o f
Pond f i e l d  Road .

| , r l h i l e  i t  ' i  s c l ea r  t ha t
deve ' l  opmen t  o f  t hese  s i  t es  can
be  cons i  de red  as  mee t i  nq  t he
v i  I  I  age ' s "ob l ' i ga t i on "  t o
accommoda te  new  deve l  opmen t
unde r  t he  No r th  Ho rsham
Dis t r i c t  P lan ,  t he  con t i nu ' i  ng

nc rease  i  n  p rope r t y  va l  ues
oca l l y  has  h i gh l i gh ted  t he
ong -s tand ' i  ng  and  f  a r  f  r om
oca l  i  zed  p rob l  em o f  young

peop l  e  w i  sh i  ng  t o  r ema i  n  i  n
t he i  r  home  v i  1  1  ages  when  t hey
become  i  ndependen t  o f  t he ' i  r
pa ren t s  bu t  f  i  nd ' i  ng  t hemse l  ves
unab le  t o  cope  w i t h  soa r i ng
p rope r t y  p r i  ces .  Mr  Dav i  d
C ' l a r k ,  as  repo r ted  i  n  t he
cu r ren t  news l  e t t e r  o f  t he
Fede ra t i on  o f  Sussex  Amen i t y
Soc ie t i es ,  speak ing  i n  h ' i  s
capac i  t y  as  ru ra l  a f f a i  r s
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aov t se r  a t  a  p l ann ino
Changes  con fe rence
las t  yea r  a t  Sussex
made  t he  po in t
i den t i t y  o f  v i l l aqe
be i  ng  e roded  i  n
compara t . i  ve l v
m idd le -aged  and  re t . i
t ake  ove r  p rope r t y
Decome  beyond  t he
roca r  young  peop le .

ANNUAL EVENTS
A f  I  owe r  show  , , . l a s  he l  d  annua l  i yi n  t he  c r i c ke t  f i e l J , - " [ i ' cn  wasthen  nex t  t o  t he  queen ,s l . t ead .
] !  wa: .3  gr^eat  .u*n i -  unc a t l
l l : , r i1 lage turned out  in  t l ,u i r^) unoa -v  bes t  t o  a t t end  i t .  l , 1anyo f  t hen l  t r ye re  exh i  b i  t o r s ,  o fccu rse .  The  Rudgw ick  S i l ve r
P inO  p  I  ayed  mer r y  t unes  and  f o r
l l : , , , .1111f:n ' th;  

-greatest
L , r  i  |  |  u r  d t t  4 e r g  t h e  s w i n g sand  roundabou ts

Then  t he re  was  t he  Annua l  Fa i r ,u l yuys  ca i l ed_ the  R ;ds r ; i ; k  C tubwh i ch  t ook  p l ace  i n  t he  f i e l doppos i t e  t he .  K ing , s  Head .Ano the r  annua t  even t  was  t he
9l : : : I^ f1y.9 hetd on." - i rnouyat te rnoon  in ,  o f  course ,  thecher ry  season .  Somet ime i  th i swas  he ld  a t  the  Fox  inn  andoccas iona l l v  a t  the  nowdemol  j shed  -  

_  
,ga r t te i i ;  (TheMar t le t t  Ho te l  used  io  s tanO on

!h .  co rner  o f  S ta i ion  n . lo  andChurch  S t ree t )  ns  a  . [ i i o  rthough t  th i s  was  very  du l lDecause  a l ' l  you  d id  was  to
: :91 t9 .  unq  saze  a t  the  men5yv r t t t ng  do , i l / n  mugs  o f  bee r  o rDuy  a  f ew  che r r i es  wh i ch  we rea r ra !geO on  a  t r es i l  e  t ab l  eou t s i de  t he  pub .  I  t h i nk  i tr ea i l y  was  an  occas ion  f o r  t hepub l i cans  t c  : e ] l  t he i r  a r j n * r .
_E lun iua )  1y  I  be l  i  eve - t f r u r .  we reno  che r r i es  a i t hough  i i  wass t i l l  ca l l ed  t he  Cne i r y  f ay re .

I l : r . . . yg re  g rea t  ac t i , r i t i e s  . i  nL re  v t  I  t  aqe  on  November  5 th .  A
l : i .h  l  i  gh I  progess i  on  i r , rougr r
: l :_  .u l t )aEe headed b i  thexucg l v i  c k  band  s ta r t e i  t heeven ing .  I  t h . i  nk  t h ; - i o r ches
cons i s ted  o f  r ags  on  s t i c kssoaked  i  n  c reoso t6 .  14os t  ; i  t heDea re rs  we re  i  n  r an i y  i . . r r .The  p rocess  i  on  ended  u i  i '  f , ug .bon f i r e  i n  t he  f i e l d  

- oOOos i t e

l h .  bu t che r ' s  shop ,  S ; ; i nao "n
House ,  Chu rch  S t re ; i , - ; n i " ' t r , .
p roceeC inqs  ended  i n  a  g rand
d i  sp  1  ay  o i  f i  r ewo rks .  The re  wasp len t y  o f  d r i nk  c j r cu la teJ  uno

fo r  Ru ra l
he ld  l a t e
Un i ve rs i t y
t ha t  t he

I i f e i s
Sussex  as

we l  I  - o f f
r ed  peop  I  e

tha t  has
reacn  o f

l ' Jh  a teve r  f 4 r  .  C  I  a r k  means  by
, ' i den l j t y , ,  i t  i s . f  

" i r i v  
. ; n

t he  i n te res t s  o f  any  i o * r l n i t y
t ha t . young  peop te  w -no  

" ; ; h  
r orema tn  i n  i t ,  suppo r t  i t s

o rgan ' i  sa t i  ons  and  t i ^ac l i  t i  onsand  even tua l i y  b r i ng  , p -  i he . i  rown  ch i l d ren  t he re ]  shbu lA  O"ab le  t o  do  so .  Fo r  i t i i - - . i u ron
lh . .  Soc i  e t y  hopes  t ha t ,  when
oec t  s t  ons  abou t  deve l  opmen t  a tBuckhu rs t  and  pond f i eTa  Road
a le  f i na l l y  made ,  p rov . i  s i on  f o rs ta r t e r  homes  a t  a f f o rdab l  ep r i ces  w i l l  be  i nc l uded  i n  t n .p  r an .

The  i  n f l  uence  o f  ma rke t  f o r ces
domi  na tes  many  aspec t s  o f  I  i  f e
a r  p resen t  bu t  t he  ab i ) i t y  o f
{ ou lg  ?eop ' l e  t o  a f  f  o rd  t o  I  i  ver  n  t ne t  r  own  v i  I  I  age ,  when  t heyw ish  t o  do  So ,  j ; , '  l i k ;  t he
f . - p  I  an t  i  ng  o f  ou r  damaqed
r rees ,  an  aspec t  whe re  l o i a l
needs  shou ld  coun t  f a r  mo rethan  marke t  f o r ces  do .

JOHN COZ iNS

Reade rs  w ' i  l l  r eca l l  t ha t  i n  t r r eI  as t  news l  e t t e r  we  asked  f o r
a r t i c l es  dep i c t - i ng  I  i f e  . i n  o l d
Iuogwrck .  Th i s  con t r . i  bu t i on
l l : l  t J i : :  i vy  !or t  i  s  a  s ; iph i  cdesc r i p t i on  o f  h9 *  v i i t age rs
en te r t a i  ned  t hemse l  ves  i  n  t hedays  be fo re  t e l ev i s i on  and
v ideos .  l , l i  s s  po r t  r ecen t i y
ce leb ra ted  he r  90 th .  b i r i hday
and_  t he  p rese rva t i on  So i i e t y
wou ld  l - i  ke  t o  add  j t s
cong ra tu l a t i ons  t o  t hose  o f  ne r
many  o the r  f r i  ends .

RPS News l  e t t e r Sp r i  ng  )  9BB #2



t he  who l  e  pe r f o rmance  became
ve ry  mer r y .  Mr  W j  I  I  i  am  Bu tche r ,
9u r  Bu t che r ,  was  t he  i ead ing
1  i  gh t  i  n  o rgan ' i  s i  ng  Bon f . i  r e
n igh t .  Fo r  weeks  be fo rehand  he
wou l  d  co l  I  ec t  f i  r ewo rks  and
rubb i sh  f o r  t he  f ' i  r e .  He  was  a
mer r y  f  e l  I  ow  and  w  j  t hou t  h . i  s
v i  vac i  t y  and  pe rsona l  i  t y  i  t
wou ldn ' t  have  been  sucn  a
1 i ve1y  even ' i  ng  o r  nea r l y  as
exc i  t . i  ng .  ( , - l i  I  I  i  am  Bu tche r ,
Known  to  eve ryone  as  B i  I  1y
Bu tche r ,  was  t he  f a the r  o f  M i
F rank  Bu tche r  o f  t he  pos t
0 f  f  i  ce  )

I n  t he  w in te r  mon ths  t he
v i l i age  ha l l  (Chu rch  S t ree t )
was  f r equen t l y  used  f o r  penny
Read i  ngs .  I  suppose  a t  one  t ime
one  had  t o  pay  a  penny  f o r
adm i  t t ance  bu t  j  n  t he  ea r l  y. I 900 ' s  

i t  was  ra i sed  t o  t he
te r r i  f i  c  p r i  ce  o f  6d  f r on t
sea t s  and  3d  back  sea t s .  Fou r' l  

a rge  t ab l  es we re  pushed
toge the r  t o  f o rm  a  p l a t f o rm  and

The  S ta t i on  Mas te r  was  a t  f  i r s t
a  l 4 r .  B r  i  g  h t  1y  f  o  I  I  owed  by  I ' l r .
Moo rhouse .  i  canno t  r emember
much  abou t  t he  songs  by  1 ,1 r .
B r i  gh t l y  bu t  Mr .  l r l oo rhouse  who
c  ame  on  I  a te r  s  ang  t he  we l  I
known  songs  o f  t hose  days  such
as  "Ann ' i e  Lau r i e "  and  ' ,Home
Swee t  Home"  and  when  ne
sudden l y  l eap t  i n t o  some th ing
more  mode rn  such  as  "Mary  Ann ,
she ' s  a f t e r  me ,  "  we  a l  l  t houqh t
he  had  gone  s l i gh t l y  o f f  cou i se
and  t ha t  he  was  sa i l i ng  ra the r
t oo  nea r  t he  w ind .  The  o l de r
peop le  we re  eas i  i y  shocked  by
any th i  ng  up  t o  da te .

The  v i  ca r  who  was  t hen  Rev .
I ^ J .H .  Chambers  sobe red  us  down  a
l i t t l e  v rhen  he  rec ' i t ed  l ong
poems  by  ou r  g rea t  poe t s .  They
were  usua l l y  ve ry  l ong .  0ne  i
r emember  was  "The  g reen  eye  o f
t he  l i t t l e  ye l l o r v  god " .  I t
seemed  to  go  on  and  on  bu t  we
though t  i t  was  g rea t  because  i t
i vas  rec ' i i ed  by  ou r  v i ca r .

1 ' ou ' ' l  I  l i ve  as  l ong  as  o i
( I ) . "The  t u rm i t  ( t u rn i p )
' oe ing '  was  ano the r  and  he ,d
sc rape  t he  p l a t f o rm  w i t h  h i s
hoe  wh i l e  he  was  s ' i ng ing .  , ' The
f l oy  ( f l y )  t he  f l oy  t he  f t oy  be
on  t he  t u rm i t s ,  and  i t s  a l l  my
o ' i  ( eye  )  i  f  you  do  t r y  t o  keep'em o f f  t he  t u rm i t s .  0 f  cou rse
i t  needs  t o  be  sung  t o
app rec ia te  t he  f  un  o f  i t  a l  l .

t he  pe r f o rmers  moun ted  i t  by  a
cha i r  o r  box .  Loca l  t a l en t  was
we l d i sp layed by  songs ,
r ec i t a t i ons  and  d i a l oques  wh i ch
a l  t hough  p rac t i  ca ' l  1y  t he  same
pr0g ramme ' r / as  p resen ted  eve ry
t ime ,  wds  t ho roug i r l y  en joyed
and  t he re  was  a  g rea t  demand
fo r  enco res .  D r  Boxa l  I  was  t he
c i : r  l ' r r n n  r *J  u q t  u u t  t t  O  L t he  Penny
Read i  ngs .  (D r  Boxa1  I  used  t o
l i ve ' i  n  Chu rch  H i l l  House  and
h i s  Daugh te rs  o f  cou rse  s ,u i l l
l ' i ve  i n  t he  V ' i l l aqe  i n  The
R idge  i n  Chu rch  S t re6 t ) .  He  was
so  popu l  a l i  n  t he  v i  l  l  aqe  and
to  hea r  h i n  s i ng  o l d  c6un t r y
songs  on  t he  p l a t f o rm  d ressed
up  as  Fa r rne r  G i  I  es  was  a  q rea t
t h r i  I  l  i . Je  s tamoed  ou r  f  ee i  ano
c lapped  i n  a l l  h ' i  s  cho ruses .
"The  V i l l age  Pump ,  t he  V i l l age
Pump ,  t he  V i l l age  Pump ,  pu iT lp r
pump ,  pump"  was  su i t ed  f o r
t hunde rous  s tamp i  ng  when  we  a l  I
j o i  ned  j  n  t he  ' pumps '  w i  t h  an
ex t ra  t hud  on  t he  l as t  ' pump ' .
Ano the r  was  "W ' i  r e ' i  n  my  l ads "
t he  cho rus  l en t  i t se ' l  f  t o  q rea t
app l  ause  and  more  s tam[ i  ng .u i l ' J j r e  ' i  n  my  1ads ,  keep  on
l i v i ng  t i 11  you  doy  (d i e ) .  I f
you  keep  cn  l i v i n '  l ong  enough

Then  t he  Mag . i  c  Lan te rn  was
popu la r  and  occas i cna l l y  t he re
were  shows  g i ven  by  t he  V ' i  ca r
o r  someone  who  was  ' au  f a i t ,
w i t h  t he  wo rk i nq  o f  t he
lan ie rn .  Th i s  t vas  aTso  g i ven  i n
the  V i l l age  Ha l  l ,  Chu rcn
S t ree t .  S l i des  r , ve re  pu t  t h rough
the  l an te rn  wh i ch  t h re r v  t he
p i c tu re  on  t o  a  l a rge  wh j t e
shee t  hung  on  t he  wa l l .
Some t jmes  t he re  was  a  s l i gh t
ho ld  up  because  t he  l an te rn
j i bbed .  A  s t r ong  sme l1  o f
pa ra f f i  n  pe rmea ted  t he  a i  r  anc j
t he  room seemed  fu l  I  o f  smoke .
Howeve r  t h ' i  s  was  pa r t  o f  t he
show and  i t  a l l  added  t o  t he
fun  as  we  had  t o  s ' i  t  i n  t he
da rk  f o r  a  b i t .
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Bucks  Green  Schoo l  was  ano the r
cen t re  f o r  en te r t a i  nmen t .  The
Annua l  Ch rysan themum Show took
p l  ace  t he re  i  n  t he  au tumn  and
was  ve ry  popu l  a r  bo th  f o r
exh ib i t o r s  and  t he  on looke rs .

D i sp lays  o f  i 4a r i one t t es  we re
g i ven  t he re  t oo  and  occas iona l
conce r t s .  The  g rea t  t h r i  I  I  was
when  a  s i l en t  mov ie  was  shown
one  o f  t he  ve ry  f i r s t  -  ve r y
p r im i t i ve  bu t  t o  t he  v i l l age rs
i t  was  a  g rea t  a f f a i r  and
ta l  ked  abou t  i o r  days .

Rudgw i  ck  wou  I  d  have  been
cons ide red  ve ry  go -ahead  i n
those  days  and  t he  peop le  o f
t he  v i l l age  wou ld  a l l  j o i n  i n
and  t ake  an  ac t i ve  pa r t  i n  one
way  o r  ano the r .  A1  I  ve r y
p r im i  t i  ve  and  s imp l  e  ye i  a l  j
t hough t  i t  was  g rea t .

I  VY  PORT

men t i  oned Roman  t ' i  I  e 1 n
Rudgw ick  chu rch  bu t
subsequen t i y  t h . i  s  obse rva t i on
seems  to  have  been  f o rgo t t on .
These  t i l e s ,  ma in l y  t eg l l ae  o r
roo f  t i l e s ,  a re - - - - ees . i  l v
reccgn ' i  sed  by  t he i r  s . i  ze  (40cm.
x  3Oc i i r .  x  5cm.  )  and  occu r  . i  n
seve ra l  pa r t s  o f  t he  chu rch  bu t
rne re  a re  none  i n  t he  mode rn
pa r t s  o f  t he  s t r uc tu re .  Thev
a re  f ound  ' i  n  t he  wes t  t owe r ,
t he  o l des t  pa r t  o f  t he  chu rch
bu i l t  i n  t he  ea r l y  t h i r t een th
cen tu r y  and  i n  t he  f ou r t een th
cen ru ry  sou th  nave  wa i  1 ,
bu t i r esses ,  chance l  anc j  t he
gab le  end  o f  t he  no r t h  a i s l e .
The i r  shape  i s  used  i n  t he
f ram ing  o f  t he decc ra ted

. l 874  
t he  Su r rey  A rchaeo loq . i  ca l

Co l l ec t i ons  con ta - i  ned  a  pape r
on  t he  Roman  b ranch  road  

' f r om

S iane  S t ree t  a t  Rowhook  t o  t he
iemp le  on  Fa r l ey  Hea th  wh j ch

r ^ r i  ndows  o f  t he  sou th  nave .
P robab l y  t he  t i  l e s  we re  used  j n
' uhe  f i r s t  chu rch ,  saved  when
mcs t  o f  t ha t  chu rch  was
demo l  i  shed  and  we re  among  t he
ma te r i a l s  r e -used  f o r  t he
ex tens i ve  f ou r t een th  cen tu r y
rebu i  l d i ng .

The  obv ious  ques t i on  t ha t
rema i  ns  i  s  -  whe re  d . i d  t hey
come  f r om?  The  nea res t  Roman

HAS ANYONE SEEN
ROMAN RUDGWICK?

Throughou t  h i
bu i  I  d i  ngs  have
ma te r i  a l  s  f o r
bu i l d i ngs
qua r r y ,  t r anspo r t  and  shape
when  su i t ab le  s tone  i s  l y i ng
unwan ted  i n  a  nea rby  f i e l d?
Th i s  ve ry  human  ac t i v i t y  can  De
he l  p f  u ' l  t o  mode rn  a r chae l  oq i  s t s
and  t he  p resence  o f  a  nu r , r b i r  o f
Roman  bu ' i  l d i ngs  has  f i r s t  been
ind i ca ted  by  i i na i ng  Roman  t . i  l e
i !  pa r i  sh  chu rches .  I n  Su r rey ,
t i l e  f r om the  v i l l ages  a t
Fe t cham and  Ash tead  anO the
poss ib l e  v ' i  l l a r * Stoke
d 'Abe rnon  a l ' i  ended  uo  i n
pa r i  sh  chu rches  bu i l t  some
thousand  yea rs  l a t e r .  Fu r t he r
down  S t : ne  S t ree t  t i  I  e  f r om the
mans io  i s  f ound  i n  t he  chu rch
a t  Ha rdham;
chu rches  w i  t h
i nc l ude  A r l i ng ton ,  Bunc ton ,
Ch i ches te r ,  Eas tga te , F n r d
. l  a  r r  i  n  n  I  n  nv s  v  I  r t Y  9 v t t , Rumbo ldswyke ,
Somp t i ng ,  S tough ton ,  Tang rne re ,
l l l a l  be r t on  and  | , ^ j es thampne t t .  I  n

s to r y  de re l  i c t
been  robbed  o f

reuse  i n  l a t e r
why  bo the r  t o

o the r  Sussex
Roman  t i ' l  e

s i te  i s Lhe  mans i  o
A l f o l dean ,  abou t  + t<m.  t o
sou th -eas t .  Ce r ta i n l y  t he re
a  

' l  
a rge  a i noun t  o f  t j  I  e  t he re  -

eve ry  t i r ne  t he  f i e l ds  t o  t he

c r L

t he
: -

eas t  and  wes t  o f  t he  AZg  a re
p loughed  t he  su r f ace  . i  s  r eo
w i t h  t i l e  -  bu t  t o  t r ansDor r  a
heavy  I  oad  by  ca r t  ove r  unmade
roads  ac ross  t he  A run  va l l ev
a ld  up  t he  s teep  sca rp  o f  t h ;
t l 9ge  on  wh i ch  Rudgw ick  . i  s
bu i l t  wou ld  have  t aken  a
cons ide rab le  e f f o r t .  Mos t  o f
t he  f ab r i c  o f  t he  chu rch  i s
sands tone  wh i ch  cou ld  have  been
ob ta i  ned  1  oca l  1y  -  why  b r i  ng  a
f  e l v  ca r t l  oads  o f  i i  t  e  f  i om
A l fo l dean?  Th i s  mus t  r ema in  t he
mos t  l i ke1y  s i t e ,  bu t  i t  does
no  ha rm  to  keep  an  open  m . i  nd
and  cons ide r  a l t e rna t i ves  as
long  as  i t  r ecogn i sed  t ha t  any
o the r  sugges r - i  on  - i  s  a t  p resen i
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THE qIVIL PARTSH OF RUDGWICK

l i t ' , l e  mo re  t han  sDecu la t i cn

The  r i c i ge  ove r l ook ing  t he  A run
va11ey  so rnewhe re  c l ose  t o  S tane
S t ree t  o r  t o  t he  Roman  b ranch
road  wou lC  be  a  Eood  s i t e  f o r  a
v i  I  I  a .  Pe rhaos  t he  ans ' , { e r  I  i  es
i  n  t he  woods  and  f  i  e l  c i s  be tween
Rudgw i  ck  and  Rowhook .

I n  
. l 945  

t he  C ran le i gh  b ranch  o f
t he  l , l omen '  s  I  ns t i  t u t e  w ro te  a
sc rapbook  wh ' i  ch  men t i ons  t ha t
Roman  rema ins  had  been  f ound  i n
the  so i l  o f  t he  pond  oppos i t e
the  [ , l hea t shea f  a t  E l l en ' s  G reen
wh i  ch was  one o f + h ^

L  l l  t r

excava t i ons  f o r  i r on  o re .  The re
' i  s  now  no  pond  . i  mmed ia te l y
oppos  i  t e  t he  f , l hea t shea f  and
none  i s  shown  on  t he  T i t he  Map ,
bu t  t he re  a re  seve ra l  i n  t he
f i e l ds  and  woods  t o  t he  eas t  o f
t he  Ewhuys " ' /Rudg rv i ck  r cad .  An . y
o f  t hese  cou ld  be  i he  one
re f  e r red  t c  by  t he  . i l . I  .  T ; vo  ' i  n
pa r t i cu l a r  g i r r e  r i se  t o
cu r i os i t y .  The  r cu te  o f  t he
Roman  roac j  t o  Fa r l ey  t emp le
n i c c a c  h a c i d o  -  - - ^ ' l ' l  - ^ - ' la  sma l l  pono  nea r
i i oopw i  ck  Fa rm .  Th i  s  pond ,  w  j  t h
' i  t s  annu la r i  s l and ,  i s  r e ta ' i  ned
by  a  dam and  i s  obv ' i ous l y
man -made .  i t  l . i e s  i n  a  sma l l
copse  su r rounc ied  by  bank  and
d  j  t ch  bounda r i  es  wh ' i  ch  may  be
o f  some  cons ide rab le  age .  The
p ioughed  f i e l ds  t o  t ne  no r t h
and  sou th  seen  t o  ho ld  l i t t l e
c l ue  as  t o  t he  o r i g i n  o f  t h i s
pond .  Fu r t he r  no r t h ,  nea r
H i l l house  Fa rm,  ' i  s  t he  He ron
Pond .  I n  1874  t h i s  pond  was
repo r teo  t o  have  been  recen t l y
reduced  i n  s j ze ,  wh i ch  p robab l y
exp la i ns  why  t he  re ta i n i ng  dam

The Par ish  map o f  Rudgwick  may
h e l p  y o u  l o c a t e  s o m e  o f  t h e
p l  ace  names ' i  n  the  ar t i  c l  es  bv
J u d ' i e  E n g l  i  s h  a n d  p a t r i  c i i
N a i d r e t t  P e a k .  I t  m a y  c o m e  a s
a surpr i  se  to  some readers  to
see how fa r  the  Rudqwi  ck
Par i  sh  boundary  ex tends .  The
P r e s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t y ,  w i t h  t h e
s u p p o r t  o f  T h e  H a v e n  S o c i e t y ,
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  i  n t e r e s t s  o f
i  t s  m e m b e r s  w i  t h i  n  t h i  s  a r e a
and ' i  n  ad jacent  a reas ,
par t ' i cu l  a r ' l y  Cox G r e o n

B a y n a r d s  a n d  E l l e n s  G r e e n .

: r  ! y  i e i e r  L J n g

i  s  now  some  me t res  i c  t he  wes t
o f  t he  pond .  The  Roman  road
rpns  a  f ew  me t res  t o  t he  eas t
o f  t he  He ron  Pond .

JUD iE  INGL ISH

I i t he r  o r  ne ' i  t he r  o f  t hese
ponds  may  be  t he  one  re fe r red
to  by  t he  l . l . I . ;  and  t ha t
re fe rence  may  o r  may  no t  be
accu ra te .  Wha t ' i  s  ce r t a i n  i s
t ha t  t he  Roman  t i l e s  ' i  n
Rudgw i  ck  chu rch  came  f  r om a
Roman  bu i l d i ng .  Pe rhaps  t he
th ' i  r t een th  cen tu r y  bu i l de rs  had
them b rough t  f r om A l f o l dean .
Pe rhaps  no t .  I t  wou ld  be
g ra t i f y ' i  ng  t o  t h ' i  nk  t ha t
de tec t i  ve  wo rk ,  f o1  l  ow i  ng  wha t
c l  ues  we  have ,  wou l  d  I  ead  t o
the  s i t e .  P receden t  dec rees
tha t  l uck  i s  mo re  1 i ke1y  t o
p lay  a  pa r t .A  f a rne r  p l ough ing ,
someone  wa l k i ng  a  coun t r y  pa th ,
a  bu i l de r  d i gg ing  f ounda t i ons
o r  a  b r i c kwo rks  d i gg ing  f c r
c i ay  -  t hese  a re  t he  peop le
mos i  1 i ke l y  t o  f i nd  t he
bu i l d i ng  i f  i t  ex i s t s .  Jus t  a
though t  -  we re  t ne  t i l e s  p i cked
up  c l ose  t o  t he  qua r r y  wh i ch
y ie l ded  t he  s -uone  f o r  t he  ea r l y
chu rch?  l ' l y  guess  i s  t ha t  t he
ans rve r  l i e s  w i t h i n  a  m ' i  l e  o r  so
o f  Rudgw i  ck .

l ^( Lan  any  o t
f  u r t he r  1 i  gh t
o r i g ' i  n  o f  t he
the  sands tone

ou r  r eade rs  t h row
on  t he  poss ib l e

Roman  t i l e s  o r
f o r  t he  ea r l y

chu rch?  I f  so  we  wou l  d  be
de l i gh ted  t o  hea r  o f  you r
i deas .  Jud ie  can  be  con tac ted
a t  6 l  ,  Ha i  1  ey  P1  ace ,  C ran  1  e i  gh .
Te1 .276724 . )

hiagr-

r 4

Gitlo.r hov.n
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THE NALDRETTS

OF RUDGWICK
The re  a re  t hose  who  l i ke  t o
c l  a ' i i n  t ha t  t he ' i  r  ances to r s  came
ove r  w i t h  t he  Conque ro r  bu t  I
wou l c i  r a the r  be  ab le  t o  say
tha t  i ny  f  am i  l y  t ve re  a l  r eady
he re  and  l i v i ng  i n  i i e s t  Sussex .
The  f am i  1y  name  i  s  Na l  d re t t  and
they  l i ved  a t  l t l a l d re t t  House
Bucks  Green .  The  name  i t se l f  i s
Ang lo -Saxon ,  mean ing  ' a t  t he
a lde r  g rove '  -  mos t  app rop r i a te
fo r  t he  banks  o f  t he  A run .
Eve ry  i ' l a l d re t t  knows  i t  has  t o
be  spe l l ed  ou t  and  ove r  t he
yea rs  i  t  has  t aken  many  f o rms .
Med i  eva l  r eco rds  we re  w r i  t t en
in  La t i n  bu t  c l e r ks  spoke
Eng l i sh  o r  F rench  so  t ha t  names
appea red  . i  n  seve ra l  ways ,  € .g .
de  A ' l  r e te  o r  A t t en  A l  d re t t e .
The  ' n '  ' i  n  t ime  became  de tached
f rom 'a t t en ' t o  p re f i x
'A l  d re t t .  '

The  ea r l i es t  w r i t t en  re fe rence
comes  i n  t he  Ass i ze  R011 ,  1279
(  Edward  I  )  ,  and  men t i  ons  ' a t t en
A l re t t e '  i n  connec t i on  w i t n  a
house  a t  Rudgw ick .  i n  

. I 305

Robe r t  a t t e  Na l re t i e  gave
ln j r l l i am  a  l i f e  i n t e res t  i n  a
house ,  one  v i r ga te  and  e i gh t
ac res  o f  l and  a t  Rudgw ' i  c k  and
S i l l i ngshu rs t  i n  r e tu rn  f o r  a
rose  a t  t he  Na t i v i i y  o f  S t . John
* h n
L  t t g

Na l re i t e ' i  n  
. l 353  

he ld  a  house
and  one  hund red  ac res  f r o i n  t he
l ' l ano r  o f  D rungw ick  wh ' i ch  i t se l f
V /as  unde r  t he  endowmen t  o f  t , he
chu rch  a t  Ch i ches te r .  A t  t h i s
t ime  D runq l i c k  he lC  t he  two
wa te r  m ' i  l l s ,  G ibbons a n d
' , ^ Jand fo rd .

A l t hough  P .udgw ick  was  t he i r
home ,  Na l c i r e t t s  sca t t e red  ove r
a  w ide  a rea .  Younqe r  sons  had
proper ty  ' i  n S l i n fo l d  and
B i l l i ngshu rs t ,  K i r d fo rd  and
l { i sbo rough  Green .  The j r  name
s t i l l  su r v i ves  a t  f a rms  ca l l eC
'Na l  r e t t s '  a t  l , Jes t  Ch i  I  t i  nq ton ,
Cuck f i  e l  d  and  I ' i i  sbo rouqh  d reen
(now  ca l I ed  L i nk  Fa rm) . -

By  t he  t ' ime  Pa r i sh  reco ros
s ta r t  ' i  n  t he  

. I 530 ' s ,  
we  a re  on

su re r  g round  conce rn ing
re la t i onsh ips ,  t hough  t h . i  s  i a
con fused  by  t he  f ac t  t ha t ,
ow ing  t o  a  h i gh  mor ta l i t y  r a te ,
eve ryone  i n  s i gh t  ' i  s  ca l l ed
John .  John  l l a l d re t t ,  who  d i ed
in  

. l 546 ,  
had  two  sons  bo th

ca l  I  eC  John .  I i  , , vas  j us t  as
we l l  because  John ,  h i s  w . i  f e
E leano r  and  John  t he  younse r
a l l  d i ed  o f  p l ague  w i i h ' i  n  a  i ew
days  o f  each  o the r .

John  t he  E lde r  who  ' i  nhe r i t ed
had  amongs t  o the r  p rope r t ) /
'Na ld ra t s  ' i  n  Ruggeswyk ,  anc i ,
when  he  d i ed  i n  

. l 550 ,  
l e f t  i t

and ' l and fo rd  i 4 i l l  t o  h i s  son ,
ano the r  John .  He  I  e f t  many
money  beques t s .  He  ' beque thed
un to  ye  chu rch  o f  Rudqweke
towards  ye  repa rac ' i  ous  v j s
v l  1  j d  (  0s  8d  )  whe reo f  ye
a fo r sayd  Chu rch  do th  owe  un to
me  l l j s  l l j d  ( 3s  3d ) . '  Ve ry
gene rous .  The  f am i  1y  seem to
have  been  I  i  v i  ng  a t  l , Jand fo rd
l 4 i  I  l ,  as
men t i on
nouse

a law su i t  o f
made o f  ' an  en ta

Rudgweeke  ca
Wand fo rd  w i t h  d i ve rs  1ands ,
e t c .e t c . '  The  John  Na ld re t t
conce rned  was  t he  l as t  i o  l i ve
the re . . . . ' John l {a l  d re t t  o f

I  t l

I S
1 n

595
I  o d

I  ed

I ' I y11 ,  househo lde r '  c i i ed  i n. l 6 ' l 6 .  
H i s  w i l l  l e f t  h i s  f am i l y

we  I  I  o f f  and  f r om th i  s  t i  me  t c
t he  end  o f  t he  e ' i  qh teen th

Bao t i  s t . Thomas  a te a o f l  i  l  r  r  \ /v 9 i . ' , u I  J  '
' i  ke  many  ' i  n  Su  s  s?x  ,

t hey  con t ' i  nued  t o  p rospe r .  l - i i s
w idow ,  Jud i t h  Cowpe r^  o f  S l r ood ,
d ' i  ed  i n  

. | 634 .  
He r  son  Geo rge

pa id  20s  ex t ra  f o r  he r  t o  be
bu r i  ed  . i  n  t he  'Chance l ' l  '  o f
Rudgw i  ck  Chu rch .

Geo rge  Na ld re t t  i s  desc r i bec i  as
a  gen t l eman ,  as  opposed  t o  a
yeoman .  Bo rn  1606 ,  he  was  a t
0 n e t ' i r ne  conpoundeC fo r
kn . i  gh thood  wh i ch  mean t  he  chose
to  pay  a  f i ne  ra the r  t han  nave
the  expense  o f  t he  honou r .He
took  h i  s  f  am i  1y  a t vay  f  r om the
m is t s  o f  t he  r i ve r  t c  l r ve  a t
Na ld re t t  House  on  t he  h i ghe r
l and  t o  t he  sou th .  Da l l away  i n
h i s  book  'Sussex ' ,  w r i t i nq  o f
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Rudgw i  ck  desc r i  bes  Na l  d re t t
P lace  as  be ing  t he  p r i nc i pa l
es ta te .  Ano the r  accoun t  s t a i es
the re  was  a  Du i ch  ea rden ,  rwo
f i shponds  and  e i gh t6en  r i d i ng
ho rses .  Geo rge  a l so  bu i l t  t he
g rea t  ba rn  i n  

. l 640 ,  
b . l  own  oown

i  n  t he  s ' uo rn  I  as t  yea r .  l - . l e  was
chu rchwarCen  o f  Rudqw ick  i n
1637 .

H i -  g rea t -g r3ndson ,  Gec rge
l l a l d re t t  bo rn  i n  17A6 ,  was  t he
I  as t  t c  

' l  
i  ve  a t  l , l a l  d re t t  House .

H ' i  s  pa ren t s  mar r i ed  l a te  and  he
v ras  t he  on i ; r  ch i  l d ,  o fphaned  a t
f i f t een .The re  we re  no  c l ose
re la t i ves  apa r t ,  f r om h ' i  s  aun t
E l i zabe th  who  had  mar r i ed  Pe re r
Be t t eswor th  iY  o f  F i i zha l l ,
i  p i  ng ,  ' i  n  I  681  .  Geo rge  r ^ / as  a
young  man  o f  cons ide rab le
subs tance  so  i t  t vas  su rp r i s i ng
he  neve r  ma r r i  ed .  He  became
H igh  She r i f f  o f  Sussex  i n  t 746
and  when  he  d ' i  ed  ' i  n  1773 ,  aged
seven ty - two ,  was  bu r i  ed  ' i  n  t he
Chance l  o f  Rudgw ick  Chu rch .  He
a l so  d i ed  i n tes ta te .

Geo rge  may  have  been  t he  end  o f
h i s  l i ne  bu t  f o r t una te l y  f o r
t he  p resen t  day  i \ a l d re t t s  i he re
was  ano the r  b ranch  o f  t he
fam i  1  y descended  f r om
ha l f - b ro the rs , sons  o f  t he
f i r s t  Geo rge  Na ld re t t .  Th i s
b ranch  had  l i ved  a t  V io l e t t s
Fa rm;  come  down  i  n  t he  wo r l  d
and  moved  t o  ! Jes t l ands  Fa rm a t' i l ' i  sbo rough  Green .  Geo rge
Na lo re t ; ,  j un i o r ,  aged
fo r i y - seven ,  f e l t  he  had  a
c la im  to  t he  i ' t a l d re t t  es ta te
because  t he  o . l  d  man  sa ' i  d  he  was
h i s  he i r .
f  am i  1y

Fu r the rmore ,

Johnson  o f  Pe two r th ,  ag reed  and
pu t  h im  i n  possess ion  o f  t he
Es ta te .  The  so l ' i c i t o r ,  hov reve r ,
pe rhaps  f ee l i ng  he  d i d  no t  Ee t
enough  ou t  o f  i t  ,  l ooked  round
fo r  ano the r  he j  r  and  came  up
w i  t h  i 4 r s  Ann  R i  ggs ,  a  w i  dow ,
daugh te r  o f  Pe te r  Be t t eswor th  V
o f  F i  t zh  a1  1  ,  whose  mo tne r  had
been E l ' i  zabe th Na ' l  d re t t .
Seve ra l  l a i v  cases  1a te r ,  Ann
R iggs  was  i n  possess ' i  on  o f  t he
Na l c i r e t t  I s t a te .

I i  v Jas  ce r t a i n l y  a  ve ry  cu r i ous
bus iness .  The re  was  doub t  as  t o

When  she  d i ed  i n  
. l 793  

she  l e f t
eve ry th i ng  t o  he r  ha l f  b ro the r ,
James  P i  ggo t t  who  had  g i  ven
ev idence  i n  t he  cou r t  case  on

!h .  pa ren tage  o f  Mrs  R i  gg ' s
f a the r  wh ' i  ch  was  neve r  p rope i i y
reso l ved .  The re  i s  no  doub t
t ha t  r r , J ' i  I  I  j  am  John  son ,  hav i  nc
a l l  t he  Na ld re t t  pape rs ]
supp ressed  and  used  wha t
ev idence  he  l i ked .  Fu r t he rmore ,
Geo rge  I ' l a lC re t t  cou ld  ne i t ne r
read  no r  w r i t e  ( h i s  ances to r s
i  n  t he  I  500 ' s  wen t  t c  G rammar
Schoo l )  and ,  . i  n  17gZ  swo re  an
A f  f  i  dav i  t  t ha t -  he  was  no t  wo r rn
15 .  He  was  t hen  ass iqned
Counse l  ' i  n  an  ea r l v  f o rm  o f
1ega l  a ' i  d .  H ' i  s  Co lnse l  was
obv ious l y  neg l i gen t  and  i n  l 7g5
the  case  . , vas  l os t  by  de fau l t .
To  mark  he r  t r i umph ,  Ann  R iggs
pu t  up  t he  memor i  a l  t ab l  e t  i  n
Rudgw i  ck  chu rch  t o  t he  memorv
o f  Geo rge  Na ld re t t ,  t sq . ,
f i r n r l y  s t a t i ng  i t  t o  be  e rec ted
Dy  he r ,  ' h i s  cous . i  n ,
he i r - a t - l aw  and  nex t  o f  k i n , .
So  t ha t  t he re  shou ld  be  no
doub t .  The  un fo r t una te  Geo rge
con t i  nued  t o  l ' i  ve  a t  Rudow. i  c k
w i t h  h i s  w i f e  and  t en  ch iTd ren
w ' i  t h i  n  s i  gh t  o f  i \ a l  d re t t  House ,
a t  'Hu rs t l  ands '  Fa rm ,  cou r tesy
o f  l 4 r s  R iggs .

so l i c i t o r , I J i  I  I  i  am

he r  beha l f . H i s  son  James
pu l i ed  down  Na ld re t t  House  and
bu i l t  t he  p resen t  house  wh i ch
had  been  cons ide rab l y  a l t e red
s ince .  He  a l so  bu i l t  i nd  l i ved
a t  S l i n f o l d  LoCge .  The  l as t  o f
t he  l i ne  was  t he  l a i e  Ma jo r
Edward  S t . John  who  d ied  i n
I  q h t l

The re  i s  one  o the r  Na ' l  d re t t
memor i a l  i n  RudE lv i ck  chu rch  and
tha t  i  s  t o  Pe rcy  Na l  d re t t ,  I  888
-  . l 973 .  

He  w i l ' l  be  remembered
as  t he  v i l l age  p r i n te r  a t  Bucks
Green a n d nono ra ry
V i ce -P res iden t  o f  t he  ' i 4aq i c
C i r c l e ' .  Though  Na ld re i t s  i r e
sca t t e red  t he  wo r l  d  ove r  no ! , / ,
i t  i s  pa r t i cu l a r l y  app rop r i a te
tha i  Pe rcy ,  who  was  deep l y
a t t ached  t o  h i s  Coun ty ,  w ro te
poe t r y ,  knew  f l i l a ' i  r e  Be l l oc  and
h : d  n r o r i ' cha rac te r ,  Shou ld
have  as  h i s  ep : t aph
Sussex '  .

'A  14an  o f
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RUDGWI CK
PRESERVATION

A N N UAL GEN ERAL /V\EETI NG
will behetd on MONDAY,APRIL 25thot

75Q plrl, af theVi llage Hof l. Bucks 6reen

z 3 o p ]r1.' BuSf NE6S fftE ETf NG
Elecfi9! oF OfFic.e,rs u C,ommittee

8.OOpil IOAN HARDI NG.FSA,
will give an iffustrated lectune on

'l-ooKlN6 A7 oLD HOUSES"
traan islhe chairrtan of the Dowrestic Buildings

Rcsearch futp of Surrey. She h.as nesea rchd ono
rewr&,d Sooo historic houses rn surrey -

e ne na rkable aohievenrenF.

E'+S Wt .- @FFFE WILL BE SERYED
q.OO p*r oF sons

qoodexaruples oF histrario houscs in RuJgwick

S,]iiS ALL ARE WELCOIV\E I. -:,i?


