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Rudgwick’s past, present and future, No 15
South Downs National Park

Rudgwick is now just 3½  miles from a National Park! The Confirmation Order creating the South Downs National Park  was made on 12th November 2009 by Hilary Benn on a visit to Ditchling. Whether you were ‘for’ or ‘against’ its creation, it is now a fact that it is a National Park, created on 31st March 2010, and has now become the planning authority for its area from 2011, a process set in train by John Prescott in 2000. There have been some hiccups on the way, and some serious opposition from our County Council, amongst others, but opinion polls have consistently shown majority public support. Majority opinion also lobbied to bring the Western Weald back into the Park, after earlier retrenchment to the chalklands alone. Significant areas of Lower greensand and Weald clay country are now included.
It is this which has brought its boundary so close to Rudgwick. the nearest point is just outside Wisborough Green in what is very much our-sort-of-country, most importantly incorporating in the Park The Mens, ancient woodland of the highest quality to the south west of Wisborough Green. Curiously though there is no right of way from which one can visit the nearest spot, a small copse oddly named Great Cavis, north east of Idehurst Wood in the parish of Kirdford. By car on the A272 go to Strood Green.

Well known nearby locations included are Shillinglee in Plaistow, Northchapel village, Ebernoe and its common, west of Balls Cross to Petworth, Fittleworth and Bedham, the Arun at Pallingham and Toat Monument in Pulborough. Pulborough village remains outside but the Brooks to the south are not surprisingly part of the Park. Of course, the Lower Arun Valley to Arundel, and the Downs above Storrington and Steyning are included too. 
We should perhaps be wary that these places will have protection and opportunities that we do not have in Rudgwick, but there is much to cheer us when we go out into our nearby West Sussex countryside: ‘tourism-miles’ cut at the stroke of Benn’s pen.
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Rudgwick is a little north east of Wisborough Green







