Recent History

Chapter 20. Rikkyo School in England, 1971 to the present day

In 1970, an approach was made to the Chuch Missionary Society in London for assistance in founding a Japanese school. Support came from Canon Taylor, General Secretary, later Bishop of Winchester, who helped locate a site. This was to be Pallinghurst, on the market in 1971. The house, lodge and grounds were bought for £45,000. Rikkyo is an Anglican school, but follows a Japanese curriculum.
Rikkyo University, otherwise known as St Paul’s University, in Tokyo, was founded by an American missionary in 1874. Rikkyo school is connected to this institution, and to Rikkyo Schools in Tokyo. 

The founder of Rikkyo in Japan was Bishop Channing M. Williams in 1896, an American Episcopalian.
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The aims of the charitable trust which runs the school are: To advance education by the provision and maintenance of a school, or schools, in England and to support, expand, and develop the same financially and otherwise in accordance with the doctrines of the Church of England and the Holy Catholic Church of Japan.

The Governors appointed Mr Yasushi Agata as the first Head Master, and Rev John Spencer, known in Rudgwick from his time at Pennthorpe School,  as Warden. The school opened in 1972 with 19 primary age pupils. At this time all pupils were accommodated in the Schumacher Pallinghurst House. By the Autumn Term there were 36. the school opened with very little money, and the buildings were barely adequate. It had to grow to generate income and to provide accommodation for its activities, not an easy task. The school was on the brink of failure and closure even before the end of its second year. Subsequently the planning process slowed down change. Then Mr Agata was fund raising in Japan and could not return as he needed an eye operation, and there were other staffing problems. 

Miss Eleanor Foss, a former missionary at CMS and fluent in Japanese was persuaded to take charge. Over the next few years Head teachers came and went, new Japanese staff were appointed and the school battled with immigration procedures for them each year. At first teaching had been on the ground floor of Pallinghurst, students’ dormitories in the main bedrooms on the first floor. The Head Master, now Mr Usuki, lived in the former servants’ rooms on the second floor, as did the chef and his wife! In 1973, the Middle School started operation, and in 1976 approval for an overseas school came from Japan. the Accommodation for growing numbers of students was a real problem. Then in 1975, the Garden Cottage, once Moses Place or Upper Hillhouse, came on the market. It had been sold separately in 1959, but the school could now buy it, as a girls’ dormitory. An increasing number of staff by this time were English. 
In 1976 the first High School classes began, the equivalent of Sixth Form, though it took until 1978 to be recognised by the Japanese Ministry of Education, a prerequisite for getting leavers into university, and in 1979 by DES too. The school’s reputation in music was beginning to be recognised, under Brenda Mendelssohn. Temporary classrooms were added, and added, and added! The accommodation in the south of the stable block – there had always been two cottages here – one on the south side was made available for teacher’s accommodation and a meeting room.1979 the first purpose-built teaching rooms for music and science opened. Concerts in London punctuated the milestones of 5 and 10 years, and in 1982 the pupils were confident to put on Shakespeare in English at Christ’s Hospital Theatre. The tennis courts followed in 1982, resurrecting what had lapsed under the MacAndrews. In 1983, pushing financial resources almost to breaking point more classrooms and the dining hall were constructed. By this time the staff were serving 200 meals at a time. The western cottage in the stable block had been in private hands thus far, and when the elderly gentleman who lived there (and had not always enjoyed being in the midst of a school!) died, Rikkyo was able to buy the accommodation in 1986 for another dormitory. An airdome was erected in 1986 for indoor sport, not to all local tastes and a number of complaints were received. There is now also a handsome library.
Modern buildings have transformed the site.
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Planning permissions granted: 1994/5, Science block; 1996, sewage pumping station (with private pipe through Tismans Common); 1996, gymnasium and synthetic running track; 2012, outline permission for 3-storey student accommodation on site of the Garden House, not yet built.
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Above, the school from the air, 2012, looking north.
Below, viewed from Google Earth, 2013, also looking north. School buildings in SW, sports facilities in N.
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