
The War Comes to Roman Gate 
Extracts from Slinfold The Home Front in World War 2 

Slinfold History Group October 2008 

Diana Chatwin, Lyn Downey, Hilary Sherwin-Smith 

Dina Chatwin, the lead author, was past-President of Rudgwick Preservation 
Society, and the author of the definitive book on Rudgwick’s timber-framed 
houses. The author’s had the distinct advantage that many Slinfold residents in 
2008 had lived through the war, sadly no longer the4 case here in Rudgwick in 
2025. 

Roman Gate was once a double tollgate on the junction of the A29 and A281, 
both turnpikes in the 19th century. The cottage referred to in the text 
succeeded an older gatekeeper’s cottage. Strictly speaking the junction is in 
Slinfold, though Roman Woods to the north are in Rudgwick, and the parish 
boundary follows in part the River Arun. Dedisham manor house which is close 
by in Slinfold once held sway over most of the farms in Rowhook, Rudgwick, as 
far as the county boundary. The origin of the ‘Roman’ connection is that Stane 
Street (A29) once continued north from the junction to London. None of which 
is relevant to planes in dog fights overhead. 

The article opens with three pages taken from the book, and a useful parish 
map likewise (for which we have no equivalent for Rudgwick). The photographs 
and the text on charcoal burning refer to a location within Rudgwick’s Roman 
Woods. 

It is appropriate to see the dog fight between Karl Born and Josef František as a 
tragic but ferocious dual in the air. The article end with an appreciation of the 
winner of this dual, sadly himself killed very soon afterwards. 

See Rudgwick’s Roll of Honour 1939-1945 on this website page for further 
information. 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No 1 on the map describes the location of the Born crash. 



This table is part of the record of Czech pilot Josef František, one of the top ‘aces’ in the RAF 
during the Battle of Britain. He was, as the table makes clear, the pilot who downed Born’s 
plane at Roman Gate. It is remarkable how many of his 17 victims, unknown to those on the 
ground, were over the Horsham district. He himself was shot down and killed on 8 October 
1940. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Josef František, pilot of the Hurricane which shot 
down Karl Born. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below, Karl Born’s life story, such as is known. 

Born was initially buried in Hills Farm Road Cemetery in Horsham, but was later reinterred in 
the German 

cemetery in 
Cannock 

Chase. 


